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Easterners Among The Brothers and Priests:
1841 - 1945

After completing our little historical study of the Eastern Priest Pro-
vince, there came over me a feeling of dissatisfaction. Zeroing in on this
feeling, focus came on the first part of the work, dealing with our common
Holy Cross history entitled the "Antecedsnt History of the Eastern Province."
This dissatisfaction becams even more crystalized when its sources were ana-
lyzed. Two things came to light here: one was the use of certain distinctions,
and the second was the basic structure of this part of the study. The distinc-
tions were those labeled "From above and from below"l regarding the source ma-
terial used in the study, and then that distinction between the "real and indi-
rect" Holy Cross presence in the Eastern part of the United States in the 19th
and early decades of the 20th century. The basic structurs of that study, we
reflected, was determined, among other considerations, by the set-up of materials
at the Provincial House in Bridgeport, before our present Archive Center was es—

tablished at North Easton in the summer of 1981.

When these thoughts were further clarified, it was made abundantly clear
that the story, as written, was largely constructed on "institutional® lines,
Sinceomly 11 short~lived institutions existed in the East during the 19th cen-
tury,3 the story could hardly be said to be complete. We knew there must be more
to the story of Holy Cross in the East and this would have to be based not on
foundational or institutional lines, but on the persons who entered from or who

brought knowledge of the community to this part of the country.

On finishing that study, we happily threw out all the materials used, thinking
that our modest contribution to history was completed once and for all. But the
nagging questions still puzzled us. Where possibly could all the missing parts be
found? And how could they be obtained and worked with?
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A casual letter, written to Brother Edward Sniatecki, on August 8, 1982, yielde:
results far over and beyond my wildest dreams and expectations. Cn August 17,
Brother forwarded to me a list of all those "East of Pittsburgh" who entered our
American novitiate from 18L5 to 1936 - fraom a source I never heard of nor even knew
existed - ths General Holy Cross Matricule,

After reviewing the entire Congregation's list of somes 5,500 nanes, Brother
reported that 4984 entered the commnity from the Eastern United States in the time
we had but one province in the country. The roster indicates each individual's
status in the community - as priest, brother, or seminarian, his precise place of
origin and the date he entered the novitiate. Brother Edward indicated some mar-
ginal notes for several of the entries in the far right column of the list.

This general tally shows that over the years those who joined Holy Cross caue
from widely scattered sections of the East, that they engaged in just about every
work of the congregation far and wide, and that a sizeable mumber of them persevered
to the very end in the commnity.

Statistics are sometimes boring to listen to, but their import is oftentimes
striking. This list provided shows clearly that 7 cams to ths commnity from Mains,
3 from New Hampshire, 6 from Vermont, 120 from Massachusetts, 17 from Rhods Island,
1l from Connecticut, 156 from New York, 111 from Pennsylvania, L2 from New Jersey,

6 from Virginia, 3 from West Virginia, and 11 from Washington, D.C. The mumbers
tell that Holy Cross from those years 1845-1936 was far from being an unknown re-
ligious society in the Eastern part of the country.

The marginal notes which Brother Edward provided for slightly under a third
of the entries indicate that Eastern Americans are found contributing to just about
every apostolate Holy Cross had from the beginning of its coming to this country.
These notations say that in education at least 50 from the East were associated with
theUniversity of Notre Dame, of the three Easterners who were engaged at Portland
University, two became presidents: Fr. Joseph Gallagher of Summit Hill, Pennsylvania
was its third (1906~191L), and Fr. Michael J. Gavin of Philadelphia was its 13th
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(1952-1955) president. Of the three Easterners associated with St. Edward's
University, Bro. Lucian (Martin) Blerch, of Buffalo, New York who entered the
noviate in 1923, has had a career of 50 years teaching therel Of the L associat-
ed with Boys' Home Work, Brother Ignatius (Patrick) Boyd, originally from Washing-
ton, D.C., deserves accolades for his 30 years at Gibault School in Terre Haute,
Indiana. Foreign Missions had 8 brothers and priests from the East serve them up
to 1936. Community-run parishes had 5. The list includes 14 chaplains from the
East who served in schools, convents and the military over these years. Easterners
who worked for the Ave Maria project mumber 1l, and the Mission Band, operating
out of Notre Danme, registered the rnumber 8. There are siseable numbers who worked
in commnity administrative posts from the East - on the General Staff, in educa-
tional positions, and 3 Easterners served as Master of Novices in our then one and
only American province, Significant, too, were Easterners like, Brother Columba,
fron Mackeysburg, Pennsylvania, who was shoemaker, saintly wonderwor ker and devoted
promoter of devotion to the Sacred Heart, and Fr. Daniel Hudson, from Nahant, Massa
chusetts, who for so many years edited Ave Maria, and Bro. Michael (John) Donovan
of Boston, Massachusetts, who for so long was the only medically trained person in
the community and served as chief murse for LO years in our community infirmary.

Many on the list of entrants from the East achieved eminence in the commnity
and went on to do some excellent wark elsewhere. One person who deserves mention
is Fr. William Adams Olmstead of Albany, New York. He is noted in the margin of
the Matricule as being a General in the Civil War.> He entered the commnity in
1896, was subsequently ordained and taught engineering at Notre Dame where, as Fr.
Arthur Hope remarks he served well and always remained for his professionalism at
this task, "a dignified cleric."6

Mention could be made here also, of Fr. John Reynolds of Bellows Falls, Ver-
mont, who became a member of the Trappist Community, after his stay with Holy
Cross, and of Fr. Gerald Fitzgerald of South Farmington, Massachusetts who first

was ordained priest for the Archdiocese of Boston, served as World War II mili-
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tary chaplain, entered Holy Cross, wrote the first book ever in English on Fr.

Moreau (Juxta Crucem) as his novitiate chore, taught at Holy Cross Seminary, North

Easton, wrote many volumes of poetry and spiritual letters, under the pseudonym of
Father Page and who left the community to found the Servants of the Paraclete =
two communities of priests and contemplative sisters - dedicated to the rehabilita-
tion of religious and priests.

It is understandable that any such general list of those who enter & communi=-
ty would name some of those who entered the community but who did not persevere ‘o
endin their vocation. Seminary and novitiate time has always been a period of tria.
and discernment both for those who find a yes or & no to a particular community's
way of life. Study of this 1845-1936 list of Easterners, when viewed alongside the
1979 alphabetized obituary, yields the astounding fact that of the 516 deaths re—
corded for the entire United States Province from the beginning to 1545, 92 priests
and brothers among them came from the Eastern part of our country. 53 of thez were
priests, 37 of them were brothers and 2 of them were seminarians., At a time when s
very few stable foundations existed in the East and when Holy Cross was institution
ally located primarily in the midwest, these statistics, in my mirnd at lel.s't, are
nothing short of amazing.

While this list of Easterners provides so very much - and possibly because
the Matricule begins only in 1845, it surprisingly does not make mention of the
very first American vocation to Holy Cross. He was a friend of Bishop Hughes of
New York and a man interested in becoming a religious. Since the bishop had al-
ready made plans to greet the first Holy Cross group to this country in 1841, he
urged his friend, John Steber, to await their arrival and speak with them. John
agreed, met the first Holy Cross men along with the bishop and then accompanied the
from New York to Vincennes, Indiana, aiding them as interpreter. John must have
had some kind of formation, for he was professed as Brother Joseph. So much did he

win the confidence of Fr. Sorin that he was selected to go to France and accompany
the second Holy Cross group to America. This contingent included the first sisters
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Also, in that famous cargo was the first bell ever to toll on the Notre Dame
campus. Brother Joseph later left the commnity}-:olgfgome a diocesan priest./

Another Easterner whose nams was evidently missed on this list is Brother
Celestine (Francis) McAlaine. He was born in Philadelphia in 1845 and at the
age of 18 entered the novitiate in 1863. This date would seem to imply that he
owed his vocation to the Holy Cross communities of brothers and sisters who had
been located there since 1856. The story of Brother Celestine is interestingly

recorded by Fr. James Trahey in his book: The Brothers of Holy Cross.8 In the

chapter entitled "Prominent Brothers" several are singled out for special mention.
We read here: "Brot.her‘ Celestine died as he had lived, quietly and peacefully.

The sorrow at his death was deep and heart-felt, for his numerous friends loved
him dearly because of his gentle soul and kindly ways. He was a lad of 18, whom
men knew as Francis McAlaine, when he left his home and brighf. prospects at Phila-
delphia to enter the novitiate of the Congregation of Holy Cross at Nectire Dama,
Indiana. This was in 1863 and shortly afterwards Brother Celestine became asgsis-
tant Secretary of the University. This is a rather trying position, but after 30
Years service he was as sunny and unwarped as when he first assumed the office

in 1865. Some of those who chronicled his death "thanked God that men such as
Brother Celestine are still to be found in this money-getting, scul-ignoring age
of ours." Celestine died on April 7, 1896 at only 50 years of age.

Perhaps a re-checking of the Matricule will reveal a necessary recasting of
our statistics. There may well be even more Easterners who were part of our com-
mnity.

A second source of help to dissipate the dissatisfaction with the first part
of our historical study of the Eastern Priest Province came from our correspondence
with Fr. Leo Flood from September 28, 1982 to January 12, 1983. After hesitating
to write him, considering his years and present retirement, we were surprised to
find how keen and perceptive he was in his letters. Fr. Flood entered Holy Cross

in 1915 as a high school student., His attendance to history is as sharp as it was






