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INTRODUCTION

"Holy Ground" from Be Exalted by John Michael Talbot
This is holy ground, we're standing on holy ground
for the Lord is present and where he is is holy (repeat)

These are holy hands, he's given us holy hands
he works through these hands and so these hands are holy (repeat)

This is holy ground, we're standing on holy ground 1
for the Lord is present and where he is is holy (repeat)

The land or place of which I am about to speak is for
me not only "Holy Ground" but the HOLY LAND of the
Congregation of Holy Cross. Let us assume a posture of

prayer and enter as pilgrims to this HOLY LAND.



In 1962 several editors, members of the Congregation of Holy Cross, wrote in

Spes Unica that to be able to Tive in Le Mans allows a religious of Holy Cross the
physical reality--the corporeal contact with the birthplace of the Congregation
and Teads one closer to Father Moreau.2 In the same little book Leon Lucas, CSC
says that the heart of'a pilgrim in the Holy Land can only be filled with sentiments
of respect, love and joy and these should be the feelings that animate any Holy
Cross religious as they find themselves at the 'cradle' of the Congregation,
walking in the footsteps of Father Founder on holy ground.3 Fr. Edward Heston, CSC
past procurator of the Congregation wrote on the 110th anniversary of the opening
of the Solitude, October 18, 1950 to Mother Mary St. Odile, then Superior General
of the Marianites of Holy Cross saying that "Holy Cross owes to the Solitude

what the Benedictines owe to the holy cave at Subiaco, what the Jesuits owe to
Manresa, and what Franciscans owe to the rocky caves of La Verna." He congrat-

ulated Mother Odile "for the wonderful work she had done in restoring the house
4

and making it worthy of the noble traditions for which it was the 'cradle'."

I, at one time, lived at the Solitude. My bedroom was adjacent to Father Founder's
and many times during my stay there as well as in the days thereafter knew well
that Fr. Moreau's influence, his search for--a bringing to light of the integral’
witness of tradition, and of Christian experience to the whole concrete reality

of life in Christ Jesus5 had greatly deepened within me. I have been imbued with
his spirit, I have grown in my capacity to affirm God and all of God's creatures.
It is gift, it is grace, I am grateful and I attribute it not only to the experience
I had of returning to the 'cradle' but also to trying to enflesh Father Founder's
desire that 'we BE Christ for others.'6 Today, I would like to bring each of you

on a journey to a holy land-ground. We will be pilgrims. I hope the journey will
Tead each one to see that Fr. Moreau was called to holiness in a process of self-

emptying, that is, a growth in consciousness of God's loving concern for him.

Father Moreau was impelled in turn to love God with a similar self-giving. "Set

7
your hearts on greater gifts." 1 Cor. 12:31
2



Basil Antoine Moreau

When Basil A. Moreau was born at Laigné:en-Be1in, Sarthe, France, February 11, 1799
he was the ninth child of fourteen. His parents Louis and Louise were admirable
Christians of modest means. Basil went to school at the parish rectory where he
was taught by Fr. Provost. He later entered the seminary and was ordained

August 12, 1821 in the Chapel of the old monastery of the Visitation, Le Mans.
Although Basil wanted to continue his studies at the Seminary of the Foreign
Missions, the Bishop of Le Mans, Bishop Le Myre, sent him to St. Sulpice in Paris
so he would eventually become a seminary director. On October 11, 1821 Basil
entered St. Sulpice where he became exposed to a very stimulating intellectual
atmosphere and where he spent a year of formation for younger clergy. On July 21,
1822 he went to Issy-les Moulineaux near Paris, to a novitiate for the Sulpicians,
and a retreat house which the Sulpicians called "the Solitude.“8 Here, between

the philosophy seminary and the Solitude there was an underground passage. The
ascent from the tunnel led to a dome opening on the garden, and written on the
lintel St. Bernard's phrase. 0 Beata Solitudo! 0 Sola Beatitudo! 0 blessed
solitude! 0 only happiness!? a phrase very important to Father Founder.

The spirituality of the Company of Fr. Olier, as the Sulpicians were also called,
focused on the interiorization of the Christian life. It was based on the hidden
aspect of divine grace, fostered and developed by recollection, prayer, and the
practice of different virtues. Here, at the Solitude, under the direction of

Fr. Mollevaut, who would become Basil's spiritual director for the next twenty-
five years, Basil was kept busy at manual labor, sweeping and cleaning the Church,
and sacristy. Here too, there was early rising, evening examen, monition, direction,
and the monthly retreat.]0 Basil was taught that the servant must be 1ike the master,
that meekness and humility must direct and control the activity of one who would

be a disciple of Jesus.]] The importance that our Founder gave to silence, to

prayer, penance, the spirit of faith and obedience are a result of his days at the

“Solitude" of Issy. His devotion to our Lady deepened during this year and mani-
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fested itself by recourse to her intercession in all circumstances.

The summer of 1823 Father Moreau left Issy, he returned to his diocese to begin
teaching future priests which he did until 1836.

During these years he was grateful for the friendship of his confreres, his family,
and his friends. Fr. de Lisle, one of his confreres had suffered for years with
scruples, unable to finish his office or say Mass. Fr. Moreau would visit him

and they prayed the breviary together. SomnwFr. de Lisle was able to pray his
office alone and say Mass again after a long interlude.

Mr. and Mrs. Varenne, friends and benefactors of Basil's were likewise touched

by his works. The gratitude of the Varenne's and Fr. de Lisle found a more direct
expression of thanks in a donation of properties. On Dec. 21, 1831, the Varenne's
offered Fr. Moreau their house and property near Le Mans, which they insisted he
could not sell or give away so he would not end up in the poor house in his old
age. The property was known as La Charbonnigre.]3 Fr. de Lisle's property was
given to Fr. Moreau Dec. 24, 1832. It was about seven acres, worth about 20,000F
and called Notre Dame de Bel Air and was in the commune of Ste. Croix at the

gates of Le Mans. This was to be the future Ste. Croix, Our Lady of Holy Cr'oss.]4
In 1840, Fr. Moreau rented from Mr. Letessier and then bought the property of the
Solitude on July 13, 1844 for about $4,000.]5A11 this property would constitute the

‘estate' of the Congregation of Holy Cross.

Brothers of St. Joseph

Fr. Moreau had another friend, Fr. James Dujarie, who had begun to form a group

of teaching brothers in 1820 in Ruil]g. At first many brothers entered but a lack
of spiritual formation, the outset and results of the 1830 Revolution, as well as
the age and infirmity of Fr. Dujarie led to a rapid decline in the brothers member-
ship. At Fr. Dujarie's request and with the permission of Bishop Bouvier, Father
Moreau assumed the leadership of this group on August 31, 1835. The new society ,
the Brothers of St. Joseph, moved to Le Mans to the de Lisle property on
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November 1, 1835. 4



Auxiliary Priests

Another project that Basil Moreau undertook was the initiation and organization

of a group of priests from the seminary in order to imporve the intellectual
standards in France. In 1834, Fr. Moreau sent three priests to the Sorbonne

at Paris to secure their degrees. Bishop Bouvier gave his consent for establishing
this group in 1835. Thus the same year he took over the responsibility of the
Brothers of St. Joseph he began the Auxiliary priests. In August, 1835, Basil and
his associates made a retreat at La Trappe de Port du Salut, at Laval. In prayer
and consultation with the abbot the associates decided to form a new society called
Auxi]iaries.]7Fr. Hupier, chaplain to the Brothers joined this group in their very
beginnings. The active apostolate of the Auxiliaries, who were dedicated to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, began in the spring of 1836 and that same year they left

St. Vincent's Seminary. The priests were temporarily housed in a low rent house
belonging to Mr. Barré, who had certain hostilities toward the church but respected
Fr. Moreau. It is in this way that Holy Cross came together. In time the

Brothers and Fathers signed the Fundamental Pact, March 1, 1837, a major step
toward union of the two societies.]8 Fr. Moreau was certainly a pioneer in
elementary and secondary eduction. In 1839, the Holy Cross elementary school
expanded to a secondary boarding school, an institution with the right to teach

humanities.

Marianite Sisters

By 1838 some lay women had come to help the priests and brothers. Basil wanted

to establish a small group who would take care of the "housekeeping" of Our Lady
of Holy Cross. In addition to housework, they had to wash the clothes in the
Huisne River, 1% miles from Holy Cross. This small group of women were soon
Jjoined by Leocadie Gascoin who first met Fr. Moreau as he came from saying mass at
the Solitude. After spending time in training at the Good Shepherd Monastery,
Leocadie, to be known as Mother Mary of the Seven Dolors became the first superior

and later the first Superior General. It is she whom we consider our foundress.
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Purchase of the Solitude

Fr. Moreau asked Bishop Bouvier permission to open a novitiate for the Auxiliary
priests in Oct. 1840 either at La Charbonni;re or in the Barré house. Moreau
wanted nothing better than a kind of preliminary novitiate like the Issy Solitude
in Paris. He looked for property and found Chateauneuf situated about seven
minutes from Our Lady of Holy Cross toward the east of the city. It was a quiet,
isolated spot on a picturesque hill of Gazonfiers. To the nov%ces who were Tooking
for a place for quiet meditation, this place offered its silent'dwelling, its

pure air, the shade of the elms, and the green meadow of its charming woods.
Father Founder's first visit was decisive. He rented it at first and later bought
it. A statue of Qur Lady was erected at the entrace of the woods thus completing
the likeness to the Solitude at Issy at Paris.

This house was called La Solitude and to this title Father Founder added that of
du Sauveur to signify further the consecration of spiritual sons to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. The stone structure included: a cave, ground floor, first floor,
and an attic. It has an east-west exposure and within its panoramic view are the
basins of the Sarthe and Hisine rivers. Fr. Moreau had the four rooms on the
ground floor transformed into: chapel, small recreation room, refectory, and
kitchen. To the rear of the building there was another small building which was
demolished to give place for the present chapel of Our Lady of Seven Dolors.

The first floor of the Solitude was divided into fifteen small cells, each furnished
with a bed, table, chair, crucifix, and holy water font. At the entrance of the
novitiate, Fr. Moreau inscribed 0 Beata Solitudo! O Sola Beatitudo!...0 blessed
solitude! 0 sole happiness! enter here wholly, dwell solely, and go out from here
other!20

Bishop Bouvier, Canons Piolin and Dubignon blessed the chapel on October 18, 1840
dedicating it to the Holy Spirit and placing it under the secondary protection of

St. Luke. That evening, Fr. Moreau took his cell as Master of Novices. _During

this first year at the Solitude Fr. Moreau planned the project of the Constitutions
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