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"CANaDIAN HCLY CR033 AND ITS NEW =ZNGLAND OFF3HOOT:

s PICTORIAL HISTORx"

Holy Cross was born of 2n zpostoliz inspiration znd de
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Fzther Moreau, our founder, entered into God's plan with ab

m

olute
confidence zs he creasted a religious family. The important thing
for him wes flexibility 2nd fidelity to the impulse coming from
God. It is in this sense that he re-affirmed: "Be what you should
be before God and I will be responsitle for the future."

A segment of the future to which he referred will now tecome
alive to you. To chert the evolution of the Sisters of Holy Cross
in Secred Heart Province more easily, I shall use the vitalisy
curvs developed in thes book "Shaping the Coming Age of Religious
Life". Our religious life cycle will be presented to you in four
phases: namely, Foundation Period, Expansion Period, Stebilizz-
tion Period, and Transition Periosd.

o live the venture of foundstion within the movement of God

w2s S0 live in Goi's time, without 2dvancinz it by 2c¢tin
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cor
inz So human dictates 2nd without losing heert if the waiting wag
long 2nd the unknown cazuse to worry. It was to be vigilan: znd to
respond at the first sign of God's will to send his sons 2né dzugh-
ters to apostolic enterprises that, humenly speaking, were sheer

folly, end to experience with them, in God, their joys, their suf-

ferings, their difficulties, and sometimez, their death. Such was
his dream.

I shall be trief for the first period as it entails our his-
tory in Canada prior to our arrivsl in New England and it situates

us for the centennial celebration of our becoming 2 Congregation.



)

fne province czontinued to expand snd So struzgle durins the
2dminisiractions of Mother Fzris of 3aint Leocadie in 1863, itother
tiarie of St. Bernerd in 1865, and lMother Marie of the Immaculate
Conception in 184€. In 1367 the constitutions were approved for
ten years. This seemed re-assuring szt the time 2nd yet our zn-
rals reveal that many difficulties transpired.

Europe too was =xperiencing ths devastating hours of the
Franco-Frussian War. Le Mans did not g¢scape from this, let z2lone
the internal struggzle taking place then.

In 1870 lMother Mary Alphonse Rodriguez took over the helm 2s

frovincizl Superior. PNost of that deczde she assumed 2 very strong

o]

eadership. In 1272 the death of Father Moresau wss recorded =g
very memoratle to g21l.

Alphonse 3odriguez and Sister

cr

In 1273, YNother Msry of Sa2in

narie of Szint Besile went to la Solitude 25 Le Mans for the Gen-
eral Chapter where they preszented their work on the Constitusions
which wers unreslistic for the sisters in Cznadza. None of these

met with

o

pproval from rrance: this was disconcerting. Mother
Foundress presided 2 Provincial Chapter in the summer of 1830 z2nd
1t was clear to her that suffering was shead. It was her last
voyage to St. Laurent.

Even though the province was going through very tearing mo-
ments, to live in God's time meant to move on. £&nd God's plan
was to branch out for the first time on New England soil. And now
did this come to be?

The current French Caznadizn immigrztion to New England started

to flow during the Civil War. An unprecedented demand for lsbor
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sen> zgsnis of New Znzland factories to woo the Canadians from their

exhaustsd farm lznds

often burdened with debts, they were lured tcy

)

the fatulous smmericen wsges 2nd ths hope of szlvaging thsir farm

h

within a short period of time.

Once arrived, they usually fsced dismal conditions. They were
nearly 21l of them poor, without leaders, without organizations,
wilthout churchss of thsir own. But when whole families began to ar-
rive, znd they discovered that work could be found in the mills for
gveryone, this desire to return to Canads began to fade.

By 1863 there some 100,000 French-Canzdians in the New En*and
States. These people had to attend Msss in Irish parishes, and
they did not understand the language.

"he nceé for e French-spesking clergy was evident. Bishop
DeGoesoriand of the See of Surlington, Vermont undsrstood the sit-
uation of the French immigrents 2nd so he went personally to the
clerzy of .uetec for zigd.
he early priests who came then saw their work mapped ouc:.

The first thing to te done wss to buillid & church which would te- |
come the focal point of the parish znd then 2 school, & convsnt,
2nd the parish hall.

That schools be estatlished in connection with 211 the churches
of their dioceses was zn order which stemmed from the First Plenary
Council of Bsltimore. 3Bishops were concerned about the loss of fzith
of many immigrant children who had to a2ttem the public schools. The
Congregation of the Propaganda in 2 famous IN3TRUCTION in 1875
warned Catholic parents of their serious obtligation to send their

children to Catholic schools. The Third Plenary Council of Bzlti-



more decresd ths zppointmens of & diocesan bosrd of examiners to

-

visit 2n3 inspect sach perish school in order to put cthem fully

Prue, these early schools were modest. For the most pert the
first clesses were held in the church basement or in areas in the
sisters' convent, converted temporarily, into classrooms. This
meant poorly lighted, poorly sired, znd poorly equipped classrooms.
It is quite correct to say that the first years of the sisters'
apostolate in the New Englané parishes were markei ty hard work ané
by teaching conditions no one would accept today. At thst time it
was most important that children receive their religious instruc-
tion 2nd that the study of the French lenguage te kept 3live in
them in their homes.

Understanding the nature znd functions of the parochizl school
gystem 1s crucial to the egppreciation of the work of the Sistere of
hFoly Cross in our New Zngland Province.

Y0 shed tetter light let us concentrate in zrezter detzil on
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ne same cry will
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our firs:t foundation in New England. oasically
te exprsssed by passtors in the ovenirg of new missions and sisters
will face similer difficulties upon arrivsl.

In 1381, Father Hyacinth Marlial, pastor of 3t. Joseph Paricsh
in North Grosvenordzle, Connecticut, went to Montreal to solsait
teachers from 3ishop Edward Fabre. The school was to be bilingual
8s was the parish, serving both French 2nd Irish and mixed, i.es.
teaching toth boys and girls. This request meant not only under-
taking an spostolate outside of Canzda, it involved a new dimen-

sion of teaching. The mixed school of boys and girls was unknown



in France, 2nd in Canadz, at that time. ~vhen the Provincisl Su-
perior informed Father Martizl that s11 his conditions were z2c¢-
ceptec bty the Gensrzl Council of Le Mans, save that of the mixed
school, the psssor commented, "But, Mother, littls coys have 2

soul as well as little girls. I cannot afford to maintain two
schools. TIry to obtain authorization." 1In the negative answer

0 her secondé appeal lMother Mary 3zint Rzphasl wes‘notified that

she must 2ssume ths responsibility, if she accepted 2 "mixed school".
She decided to tzke that responsibility.

On December 29, 1881, six sisters came to the United Stzte

m

St. Joseph School opened in January 1832. DNost of the students
were dsy students: however the glsters received 2 few tosrders.

In the spirit of the founder, Fsths

e

Moreau, the sisters saw
thelir task as precious auxiliaries of ths psastor. They served in

2 diversity of ways: as they were to o anywhere they were sent
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ngland by preparing the chiliren for their first reception
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of the sacraments, treining the young boys for the service of the

gltar; orgenizinz s girls' choir for church singing; doing szcrie-

()]

Cy work; Xeeping ths church vestments clezn and in repsir znd dec-
orating the altars on feast days. Often the direction of the parish

youth organizations was assigned to a sister. Visiting the sick and

1))

the elderly of the parish came within their purview as 2 mandzata.
Such services were performed zfter class hours, in sddition to their
nouse chores, 2nd the fulfillment of their relizious exercises.

The original purposes of the parochial schools, we recall,
were to maintzin the faith of the young population and to preserve

thelr ethnic langusge and customs. The apostolate of the Sisters



was thersfore directsd to those purposes. The curriculum of the
varochlial schools, 2t least until the 2ftermath of World Wer I wsas
often determined ty the community st St. Laurent. In the pzrishes

he
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e the Sisters of Holy Cross exercised their mission, religzion

wes taught in French. Where non-French speakingz pupils were nu-

”

merous enough, these were grouped in a special class for religious
insSruction given in English. Usually one half day was ziven to

the teasching of English: the second half day was given to French.
This practice of using one half the school day to teach French was
common in the schools of the various diocezes where the sisters of
doly Cross taught. It explains the significant number of French-
Canadian sisters in everyone of the parochizl schools staffed by
HZoly Cross Sisters.

In 1518 2 war messure was 2bout to be promulgated by the Nz-
tional Government forbidding the teaching of sny foreign lsnzuszze
in schools. Therety Enzlish became obligatory in 211 schools.

The pastor then requested that ALL the :z

e

sters sent to his
schcol be 2ble to teach English all dz2y. To save the teaching of
French however he suggested starting the school day an hour esrli-
er, which hour would be devoted to French. Hs 2lso suggzested that
the dismissal hour be delayed thus providing sz second hour of French.
It is interesting to note that the pastors, in asking for teach-

ing sist

m

r
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stressed the necessity of having adequate personnel to
teach english as well as French. 3ince the Sister Supsrior would te
the mouthplece of the sisters with the public, it was especially
necessary that she be fluent in the use of English. The same was

true for the musician, who was always a necezsary component of the
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staffing of svery convent.

During the 99 yezrs of service in North Grosvenordale, Con-
neticut the dedication to the children on both elementary and high
school levels was outstanding and the interest in the spiritual
welfare of the parish exceptional.

St. Joseph North Grosvenordale, Connecticut wss the only New
England school which was found when 3t. Laurent was 2 province.
Thet I gave you 2 summary of its history 1s intentimz2l as I plan
to do so sparingly with our other foundations in Szcred Heart
Province since most experiesnces were similar everywhere.

While North Grosvenordzle was telng born a2s 2 mission in New
Sngland, significant events transpired in the community of the
Fiarianites. ©Lecauss of the strained climste with france, Monsignor
Sebre, the ecclesiasticzl superior, sset up a diocesan order with
the lariznite Sisters asking them to continue observing the consti-

tutions 2nd to study those points with which Franc:s hasd not been

m

sympathetic. Therefore 2 chapter of affairs =nd s consultation
toox place. On Jznusry 10, 1823 Monsignor Fabre znnounczed to the
community ty decree of Rome that 3t. Laurent would e autonomous.
The Ceznadian province in Montrezl became separated from the Mother
douse in France and a new governing Council was elected. The
first Supsrior-Vicar of the Canadian branch becams Mother Mary St.
Basile (Julie Bertrand). Thus from 3 Mission in 1347, to a Prov-

ince in 1860, the period of foundztion ended with 3t. Laurent be-

coming a CONGREGATION in 1883. At that time also, the name Mzrizn-
ites of Holy Cross was changed to Sisters of Holy Cross and of the

Seven Dolors. The Community numbered one hundred fifty sisters
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minissering in twelve houses which includeid that of Norih Grozve-

» new erz of our relizious life time lin
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would be inzusu-
rated; mnzamely, that of the Expansion Phase.

Zxactly what transpired in all relizious communities during
their Expansion Period? The founding charism was institutionsi-
ized, membership increased rapidly and so 4id apostblic endeavors,

D

The memters had sets of understandings sbout themselves such
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their call, their purpose, the life they wanted to live, their
place in the Church and their relationship with other gzroups.

“he gospel venture meant that the religious community hsz3j
mad2 some cholices aboubt the type of service that 1t wished to glive

the Church anid the geozrephiczl location whers this service was to

“he entire work of Mother Mary of 3t. 3asile, first Superior
Gensrzl covers our early expsnsion years from 1833 to 1332. iho
was this woman?

dur first 3ev. NMotner General from Canzdzs was 2 procuct of
our toegrding school et 3t. Scholastique, ustec. 3efors entering
she met numsrous times with Mother Foundress who accépted her 2z 2
postulant at age 15. How fortunate could one te to have received

persoral ctraining from Mother Mary of Seven Dolors? Up until 1373

W

when she was elected as chapter delezate to Le Mans, she had teen

m

uccessful teacher, a very tactful disciplinarian and superior. In

—

333, she was chosen to become superior-vicar. She was truly e
providential woman, accepting the unknown in deep faith.

She assumed the responsibility for every aspect of religious
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. Her go2l was to conserve our spiritusl ang 2postolic heri-
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¥1thin eigh: months she had visited every house including
that of North Grosvsnordale, Conmecticut. At the time she wel-
comed thirteen rnew postulants. Foverty was under zreat strzin but
she helped immensely with her intelligent economy. That shs could
trinz light, encouragement and consolation to all through visita-
tions and circular letters proved 2z necessary ingredient witn the
sirain of separation. There was no doubt that the charism of Holy
Cross was being kept fully zlive. She responded to God's will in
opening at least fifteen more missions in New england. The first
o which wes:

S&AINT LOUIS D& GONZAGUE, Na3HUA, NEW HAMPSHIAE

In early 1833, Father Nillette had expected that the sisters
would tuild 2 convent-school. 3ince the community could not, he
decided to 60 it himself.

Initielly he h2d embitious plans. He would have lik=3 tns

ters to essume from ? A.M. to A F.M, the care of children re-
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A most serious detsrrent to learning, st the time, was the

vy
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L parents sz=nt their children to work in the mills at an early
2ge. Attendeancs was hard to regulate and especisgslly difficult to
motivate.

Jhen the school opened in September 1833 tuition was 53¢ a



for the first two children in s family, 25f 2 month for the

crhilé and gretis for zhe other children in the same femily.

lslers worked under incredible conditions. There were no di-
ns to speak tetween ezch of the four class groups. Teaching

Cime was ecually divided tetween French and English.
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By w~pril 1334, the Surerintendent of the Putlic Schools of

@ visited the school =znd found it very adequate. 3Satisfied
what he saw, the school wz2s 2llowed to grant students under
eérs, the diploma needed to obtain work in the factories.

The sisters were followed closely. rastors visited frejuent-
¢ guestioned the pupils at any time. Examinations, oral and

-~

€n were bisnnuzl 2né csme from the Lirectress of Studies 2%

St. Louis de Gonzazgue wzs one of the f=w perishss where the
rs tzught side by sids with the Brothers. Meintaininz two
& J =
hools of courss, imposed an uncommon finzncizl turden
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g varish, and most passors sought to intezrate the boy
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In 13514 ths Srothers of the Sacreg Heart who staffed the boys'

school called for an increzse in salary. 3Because this wss impos-

sible
3roth
and t
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the pastor asked our sisters to take over. Accepting the
ers' school meant z surplus of seven teachers at one stroke
hey were simply not zvzilable 2%t the time. The Brothers
d on for z few years tut gventually their school czlosed angd
lementary school integrated the boys of the parish with the



SACRED HEART, NEZW BEDFORD, i#4AS3iCHU3SEZITIS 138¢
though trere were four Catholic churches in the city, the

v

French-Canzdienz had no perish of their own. The 3Secred Hesr

ct

P2r-
ish was founded then to satisfy the needs 2nd zspirstions of this
ethnic group.

Delidted with the work of the Sisters thet first yesr, the
pesior expressed hls satisfaction zna epprecia:ion; "I cannot re-
peat enough the success that weas theirs", he wote to Rev. Nother
Fery of 3t. Basile, "snd the good they have wrought with the chil-
dren, of whom 2 great number ran the streets."

SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER, NASHUL, NEW HANMPSHEIRE 183€-1573

Vhen Mother Genersl, Mother 3t. Julien visiteé in April 1914,
ized the difficultiss under which the sistersz labored in

that mission. 3he asked the pastor for minimel improvements snid

ct
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ise in salary. 4s 2 result the pestor thznked the 3isters for
helr services and zsked the community to lezve of its own aczors.
signed oy the 2ishop steting the czuses for dismisssl, Ths sissers
remained there a2nd an uneasy truce prevailed.
SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST, SUNCQOOK, NEW HalMPSHIRZ 13%%-

hfter the estabtlishment of 2 dlocesan school system pastor:z
were £till pretty much the masters in their schools. Their likes
and dislikes created difficult situations at times, especially if
the superior wzss in any way timid. 3he had to use =2 great dezl of
diplomacy and patience to maintain the proper talaznce of harmony

tetween the pastor znd the teaching staff.
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30LY A3SaRY, ICCHZ3TEZR, NIW HAKPIHIZE 1333-

2

o

Slstars were usually pleased to be namesd to th
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Jochestar. It wssn't howevar for the tezuty and the comfor: of

the convent. 3ev. lMothzr Msry of 3zin: 3a
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ile was always con-

cerned of the health of ths Sisiers there. Tne o
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ors of the dye
thet was poured into the river from the nearby woolen mills, fill=j

the classrooms and the conven:t. The work of the 3isters prosperei

holy joy.
HOLY ANGELS, SAINT ALBANS, VERNONT 1889

Thes= founders went there because French Canzdisns were st-

ct

tracted %o Centrszl Vermont Grand Irunk dzilway which had its main

offices in the city.

¥hat is especially remarkable sbout Holy Angels i

c

that 2n en-
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tire family of seven girls, the femily of Nr. imedse Thibay
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enisred Holy Cross. Four have zone Lo the Lord.
S~INT JOSEPH, 3PRINGFIELD, MaSSACHYUSEDTS 1298
from July 1322 to September 1323 life was disrupted tecause

-~

of 2 gas explosion a2nd the widening of Water Street, now East Co-
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lumbus avenue, cost the school to lose half of its classes. 3y

the end of 1324 2 convent, a rectory, and 2 new school wing were
ready. Not many schools could tozst of s spacious reception hall
and a roomy caefeteria. These later were to be used for the Sisters!
gnnual retreat. The large reception hall was trznsformed into 2
large cormitory for the sisters who slept on "army cots" for the
eight days. Retreats were penitential experiences as well as re-

lizious renewal periods!
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3G=, MANCHEISITER, NZW HAMPSHIRE 1892-1972

elemsntary schcol was one of the larzer a2nd mors
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impo rench bilinguzl schools in Manchezter for manv
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years

It is 2ps lionsignor Devoy who remains most vivida in <he

minds and hearts of the

sister
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e staunch promoter of sducs-

tion z2n 1)
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, elimineted the monthly fee for

gxpected excellence, love, and concern

from his teachers.

SAINT ANTHONY, NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 1896-

¥1th @ college prepzratory high school in 1949,

there were
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re. The Superior of a convent was generslly the
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school. me Father Mazss felt that

the
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2 who had toth the spiritual znd temporzl inser-
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t sisters 2z he
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T ponsibility, could not give
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ntion recuirsd ty the demands of a heavy tilin-
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orogram, and she zppointed 2 second person.
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CUx LaDY OF 303R0W, aDaMS, KaS3ACHUSEZITS 1299-1377

adems was 3lways one of our =2ttractive missions. The city it-
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elf i
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2 manufacturing town situated in the Bershire Hills over-

lookinz the Houszsc River, at the foot of Nt. Greylock.

1

Soarding 3Schools
In several of the first houses founded, the sisters received
a few boarders a: an added revenue for the convent. MNost wers

-~

abolisned within 2 few years as a result of the extra burden vlaced
upon the teachers who taught their classes all day and had the cars

of the btosrders after school and evening and because pastors com-
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successful foundstions such as
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Immaculzte Concepzion in Fitchburg,

'ne Congregation of Holy Cross
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tns varish.
saw the ovening and closing of
of 3%. anne's in Fall River, ¥A,

MA, and Jergenness, VI.

prospered well until 1902 when

His Excellency Paul Bruchesi, archtishop of Nontreal was delezztz3
’ -

.
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Zome to preside the General Chapter at 3t. Laurent. This Chap-

ter wes especlielly noteworthy. OCne of ths to

gsiznificant acts was
partition the establishments of the new autonomous Canadian branch
into three provinces. OCur vitality curve in 1902 read more expzn-
sion 25 it now counted twenty-seven foundations.

The first three provinces formed were those of:

OQur Ledy of Sorrows, composed of the French speaking
houses in th2 province of '.uetec.

St. Joseph, composed of the Englisn-spssking housss of
ontario znd of .usktec with four in the United 3States.

Sacred Hesri, which included zll of the New Englani

save those of Vermont. This oprovince never gave piecss of

territory to other provinces as it expanded. During the early pert
Expeznsion Period, Reverend Mother Mary St. Basile, directly
administered the housss in New England from 1883 until 1902. 3ut
from 13502 until 1351, there ten provincial superiors who guided
Sacred Hezrt Province znd the gontribution of each one is what we
shall be looking 2t presently.
Sr. Fzry of 3t. Cyprien (Eugenie d'Orsonnens) (1902-1903)
was the first provincial superior named to the Sacred Heart Prov-

ince.

She was Cznadisn born of French Swiss zncestry. Gifted in-
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tellectuelly and morally, she hzd early snown administrative 2bil-
1%y 28 thes Superior of the Academy Notre Jszme des Anges at 3%,
Laurent.

Her first goal was to maintain the initisl epirit of the Con-
gregation intact. Her revutation wasthat of 2 person of remarkable
practicality, common sense, and understaninz. These eminent "imeri-

cen” chearacteristics augured well for 2z guick grasp of the spirit

of the new country in which sh called to labtor.

m

we

m

Sister arrived 2t 3t. Louis de Gonzague, Nzshua, New damp-
shire the first headquarters of the provincislate in New Englang.
After only four months in the province, she was forced to resurn
to St. Lsurent by reason of ill health. during her brief adminis-
tration 2 new mission was opened, that of

ST. MARTIN, SOMERSWORTH, NEW HaMPSHIIE 1922-1975

The first pastor, Fsther Demers, in his will left the sum of

fifty-dollsrs to every young lady of his parish who had entered the

vongregetion. AY the time of his death, in 1927, thzt number azd

3

risen to 27. This emphasizes his aporeciation of the work of :zne

Sisters of Holy Cross in his parish znd his esteem for the commu-
nity.
Sr. Mery of St. Eugene (Octavie Berube) (1905-1908)

Sr. M. St. Eugene (Berupe) was no stranger to the province.
Even while she we:z filling the function of zn szssistant to the
General Council (1235-1394) she was seant to found the mission of
the Szcred Heart in New Bedford in 188€. 3he served this double

function of assistant general and local superior in New Bedford for

four years.
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r Wes well scduesinted witah the Franco-americsan mencality,

with the tilingual school system 2and with the cornditions under
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which the 3lsters taught in parishe
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ne wez an sble Provincizl,
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impeccabls in her languaze and bearing. Under her,
p guaz A
ST. ANTOINE, NANCHESTE3, NEW HANPSHIRE was founded.

Secsuse of the bilingual educational demend of the parishioners,

v

the 3istarz of Holy Crossz were introduced in 1304 to replace the
Sisters of Mercy. 3istsrs from St. Gsorze convent traveled daily
to St. Antoine perish where, with two lay teachers, they taught
the classes there.

Father Doucet's first major project, was to buy a three-story
wooden buildinz on the corner of Hall and Silver Streets. The

cscams the residence of th
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sisters, whils the first

and s=cond storiesz were converted into classroom=. T©h
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were 0 numerous that the basement of the church z= well 3z this

dhen in 1927, the present 3t. antoine 3chool was erecsed on
the cormer of Selront end Somerville 3trs=ts, and clssses wers

trensferred there, the sisters took possession of the entire "old
school" and converted it into 2 convent. The sisters still occupy
the matcabox convent.

Sr. tery of 3zint Arsene (Helens Psinchand)(1908-1314)
Sister was 2cqusincted with the life and missions of the Drov-
ince, as well 25 with their =ducation status. The particulzr in-
terest she manifested in the intellsctual development of the sis-

ters came ss no surprise from a2 former directiress of studies. Re-

peatedly shs emphzzized the importzance of versonzl study and rscom-
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S~INT JOSEPH, aTTia3030, MASSACHU3SZTTS 1612-1971

»

The pzztor, then th= Rev. 2erube, who had known the 3isters

y Cross in 3t. Hyscinthe, New Bedford, appez2led to Fother

iery of St. Gsbriel at St. Laurent for Sisters. It was a relative-
1y short notice a2nd Rev. MNother could promise him notning. Finally,
after his repeasted pleadings she wrote: "“Reverend Father, ws just
GO not nave enouzh sisters to open a2 new mission. If Jou cz2n find
sisters for us, we will open your school". It was writszn in a
jesting manner to an esteemed priest whom she knew very well,

Undeterred, Father Berute contacted some of his oriest friends
in New 3edford where the Sisters of Holy Cross were teaching z2nd
succeseded in obtzining from esch one, thz release of one of hnis
sisters for one yesr, replacing ner by s lay tezcher. What could
the Superior General do when Father Berute wrote thzt he had found
slsters for his cthool?

EOLY INFANT JE3SUS, NASHUA, NEW HANPSHIZE 1914-

In the disasstrous Tire of 1930, over one hundred homes 2nd
tulldings in the parish were destroyed, including the church, schocl,
ana convent. Undaunted, Hev. Jznelle, pastor, built & new convent
for the Sisters that year while they continued to teach in scst-
tered areas. Sisters now live in a third convent readied for them.
ne parish, sorely tried by dlisasters, is today =z thriving psople
of God, whose faith and generosity are visibly tlessad.

Sr. M. 3t. Catherine de Sienne (Marie Exilia Fortisr)
(1914-1929)

4ith seventeen houses under her spiritual care, her main con-
cern was to safeguard a strong religious spirit among 31l the sis-

ters working under conditions, so different from those she knew in



Canada. Trsvsl w2s not Y€t so common, nor even so easy, as it is

now. She thersfore, rsached 21l the sisters in circular letters

n

addressed to 211 the housss in the provinze. These communicationsz

reminded the sisters of the rulss of the Congrezation, 2znd urzed
thelr falthful observance in an intense spirit of faith.
Juring hsr administrasion a new mission was opened.
SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS, SPRINGFIELD, MA 1919-1977
In her lstter to Father Landry, advising him that his requesst
was accepted, Rev. Mother St. Julien remarked facetiously:

Someone has saild that when a Superior General
accepts a foundation in Canada, she is work-
ingz for the glory of God; tut whsn she con-
sents to an sstablishment in the United States
she is working for the GREATER zlory of God.
42 shell, thesrefors, Rev. Father, work for the
GAZaTER zlory of God in your parish, happy to
desvote our time snd our =fforts for the good
of the pupils confided to our care.

D)

The sister:z had worked for ths GREaTER glory of God among

thz peovle of St. Thom aguinas for sixty-six yeers.

4]
m

Sr. Mary St. Clothilde (Henriette Srunzlile)
(1923—1921)

3orn in Ontario, of French-Canadian parents, Sr. M. St. Clo-
thilds= was inltizted to the Franco-Americen mentality early in
her religious life, as her knowledge of French znd English made

ner especlally useful in the missions of the New Znglad States.

Her strazight-forwsrdness was well-known ss was her spirit of jus-

ct

tice and her sensz of duty. It is 21so true to say that she en-

m

eavored to crezte a rezl family atmosphsre in whatever mission

Q.

she labored. Her stzy was shortlived ss a2t the extraordinary zen-
eral chapter held st St. Laurent in 1921, she was named Superior

General of the Congregation.
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. Beatrix of the Szcred EHeart
ne rorstisr (1922-1328)

Sister was 2 ramarksbdle woman, highly cultured, of extraorii-
nsry refinement and courtesy, snd possessed 2 deep prayer lifs,
“hen in 1523-24 2 new infirmary was golng up a2t St. Laurent, she
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requested 2 larger contribution from esch house. 2ve exp
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es,
that year, she 2sked the sisters to forezo a summer retrzat st the
Mother House by meking it 2lonz in their respective houses,

At the tlme the French-Cznadian troutles in the dioceses of
Fall River and Manchzsster were raging. She warned the :zisters of
unfailing discretion, znd enjoined on them not to take sides. Dis-
loyalty to the Church or its reoresentatives were sbhorent to her.
The religious =ducstor in her was alweys dominant for she saw
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Tinisctry always.
It wzs during her zdministrztion that the provincialate wes
trzasferred to St. George's Meznor on Islznd Fond 3osd in Mancnes-

ter, N. Hd. This iz how the province came to acguire shs "¥anor"

In September 1524, she called on Monsignor Devoy. He promised
82 help and the following gpring, the Corey farm was offered for

s2le. It consisted of 2 stetely tuilding and zn expanse of 100

egcres of land. 3Rev. Mother M. St. Clothilde who visited it was im-
prsssed snd Intsrested. ionsiznor ssked her if che thought the

vlace sultable for 3 provincizlate 23 well szs 3 toarding school.
Because Rev. Mother agreed, she was Ziven the princely gift by Fon-

signor Devoy, and ths only restrictions attached was that ths Sis-

U9

ters of Holy Cross would a2lways retain the property so that it would

te dedicated to the interests of education snd charity.
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Monsignor Jevoy even offered to tzke the proper me to
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eg2l incorporstion of the Holy Cross community in

Te Incorporation of Mount 3:. Joseph which resulted from the
purchase, for ths sum of one dollar, was to make legal upon payment
the transfer of title to the Community. The community of Holy Cross
was the first relizious community of women in the Iates of New Hamp-
shire to be incorporated.

The Manor did provide for a place of study for our sisters en-
gaged in the teachiﬁg of youth. It offered a beautiful loczle for
the provinclalate, a restful and healthful sbode for zenior memters
of the community 2nd 2 provincigl postulzte znd novitiste. Were he
living today, lMonsignor Devoy would certainly sprrove Holy Cross
Kincdergarten built on the land he Jonated.

Sister Mery of 3t. anatolie (Rose Lazasse)
(1323-1331)

Canadian born, 3ister lary St. anatolie served one term at
which time the crovince numtered 232 <sistsrsz gnd 19 houses.

To foster vocaticons was her favorite apo

m

tolate. In January
1329, she wrote to the sisters of each house encouraging them to
talk to the students sbout the happiness, the grazndeur of religious
life, and of the priestly 1life. She zsw in Alumnze associations 2

vehicle to keev in touch with former

)

tudents, and the opoortunity

to keep alive in them zny tendencies Yoward 3 relizous vocztion.

w

ister Mary of 3t. Leonie (Marie Rosildz 3rodeur)
(1931-1937)

Gentleness 3nd graciousness cheracterizsd this kind person.

Like her predecessor, she was imtued with a ztrong apostolic spirit.



coursgzed %this prsctice.
Sne opened the mission of 3t. Augustine, Manchester in 133€.
SAINT AUGUSTIN, MANCHE3STER, NEW HAMESHIR A= 1934-
acceptance of St. augustine School meant supplying tezching

personnel for twenty-three classes. It was the largest ch

0]

llengs

the community ever faced in the New England States. Replacire

one teachlng community for 2nother is a delicste tssk. This time

~

Td0 teachingz communities were ceing replaced, the Jesus Farie Sis-

ters 2nd the Brothers of the Szcred Hesrt.

0)

In nis acknowledgment, Zishop Peterson wished the community

"liay God grant you", he wrote "the gra2ce to msintzin t

W

jation, the Fother Church of our present numsrous znd worthy de-
scendants of the sturdy end fzithful Catholics of O1d Luecac."

‘ne sisters who want numtered twenty-four, nineteen nameé for
St. auzustin 3chool and five destined to travel to St. Therese

D

Sister Mary 3t. Fztien (Marie-Louise 3oy d1it Desjardins)
(1937-1344)

Thouzh not american born, Sister Mery of St. Fabien was 2
mild person with the tenacity thzt such people often display.

D

She understood Znglish perfectly, tut she never spoke it.
Rumors of wzr, which might involve the United States and

Canzdsz, led Mother General, Nother Mary St. Feximilisnne, to re-
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cuest, in the summer of 1943, that no 3i in the United 3tztes
go to the FMother House for thelr yearly retrezt, not even the cen-

didzstes for finsl vows. The French-Canzdizn si

m

ters teaching in
the New England missions were not naturalized. Their numbers were
sufficiently large 2s to seriously inconvenience the school the
community staffed if anything happened. Thus it was that twenty-
seven of the total czndidates made their finsl proféssion in Sun-
cook, New Hampshire,

e passage of the U. S. Alien Registration Act in 1940,

raised a numter of problems, but the Provincial, Nother Mary St.

Fztien, ottained from the Canadian government passport permits

th

W

t zrestly facilitated traveling to and from Cznada.
‘hrees nsw missions were found during her leadership.
SAINT THE3ESE, NaNCHESTER, NEV HANPSHIRE 1339-1974
SALFON Fall3S, NEW HAMPSAIRE 1940-1957
PEACHER TRAINING INSTITUTE

Diocezzn demands wer

Q)]

becoming more stringent regsrding the
scholzstic preparstion and qualificetion of teachers in everyone,
of the five dioceses where the sisters taught. Over 350 sisters
haid to be gualified.

Sister Mary Szint Emmeline (lMealenfant) then provincizal pre-
fect of studies zlong with Sister Mery Fzlicisz (Frazer) took the
initiative to tring about this important zdventure, and in the
summer of 1942 2z Tezcher Training Institute was started for the
C3C'S. Thersafter extension courses were ziven, on week days from
four to six in the afternoon and on 3turday mornings. The Insti-

tute functionsd thus on Izland Pond Road.



N
U

[97]

ister Fary of Saint Jeanne (Marie Zxilds 3ichard)
(1946-1952)

w2

7]

the tenth provincial superior. She held great interest

in the affeirs of ths community. 3ehind 2 rather rigid exterior

3

endsred more so0 bty her strict observance of the rule, was found
2 warm 2ffectionate person.

Az provincial Sister NMary 3zint Jeanne szw thes origin of
Field Day and the founding of two new housesz; St Leo, Gonic, N, H.
and Notre Dame College, Manchester, N. H.

SAINT LEJ, GONIC, NEW HAMPSHIRE 1947-1971
FIELD DAY

ne yearly September Field Days which draw 2lumnse, relastives,
zna friends in larzs numbters to tnhe Mznor on Islznd Pond 2024, orig-
inzted in Thne Fall of 1544. That year, the sisters of the Fanor had
invited the personnel of the couvents in lManchester and the neigzhtor-

ing 2rezs, to orgsnize 2z minizture fair in orier Lo rai
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tary for the upxesp of the newly completed Teacher Irainin

m

Institute.

']

’he success 2nd enjoyment resulting from thzt Sunday in Sep-
tember gave rise to 2z seriez of yeerly Field Days, each successive
one taking on greater dimensions, and tringing in larger revenues.

Fleld Days became 3 global project in the province z2nd a real com-

munity effort.
NCTRE DAME COLLEGE, MANCHESTERX, N. H. 1950-
It evolved from the Teacher Training Institute establishasd in
1945. The Community decided to convert the three-year Institute
to a four-year liberal arts college to serve its sisters and to of-

fer at the same time to young women of the area, the advantages of



of a2 nignsr education. It was felt that inicially young women
would ts drawn from the middle and lower sconomiz Zracket. Jney
woulé t= students who would very likely ts finsncing their own
educztion, 3and would necd to prepare for zn immediate earning ca-
reer. The decision was wholly in conformity with the spirit of

the Congrezetion whose mandate from the Founder was to make ciuca-

ne first president of Notre Dame College was 3Sister Mzry
Seint Claude (Graves). 3Setting up the acadenmic program was the
most important tzsk of the administration that first year. Slister
Fiary Laure Kegresse, nzmed by the General Council, dean a2nd regis-
trar, wes given the tesk of guiding the College on its course in
those adventurous first

[22 8,

e

£

<n€ Ttwo originzl tuildings of the Chzndler estate snd ths St.

W

Joseph Hall formsd the nucleus of Notre Deme College's physicsl

In the feall of 1357, Sister Mary Laurs continued 2s acting
presiiznt z2nd Sister Loulse Psrent assumed the duties of the dean.
Both zcademic and student zffairs wers under control.

Perhzps the highlight of 3Sister Mary Laurs's administration
was the construction of Holy Cross Hall, the center of zcademic

activities today.
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Sister Jeannstte Vezeau tecams the naw resident in 1967, and
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nat positlon today. One of her first concerns on tak-
ing office was to meet with the members of the General Council of
In Montrezl, who composed the Board of Irustees at that time, and

ask them to accept that the Lay Soard, now advisory only, be zsked



£0 2ssume the rezponsibilities of a full-fledged Zoard of Trustees.
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r first years saw many organizationazl changes in the sdmin-

[

stratlve pattern.
#ith the purchase of Dr. Meeham's house for a dormitory on

Ch

m
1))

tnut Street (Moreau House) in the summer of 1975, every house
on the tlocx was owned bty Notre Dame College. That same summer,
ground-breaking for 3 student-center btuilding took place on Csrpen-
ter Street.

In December 1970 the College received institutional membership
and accreditation by the New England Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools for 2 period of ten years.

although Notre Dame has no intention of becoming a co-ed col-

mn

leze, the exchange program existing among the consortium colleges,
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the late 1360's opensd the doors of zdmission to men for spe-
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alized programs offered on campus.
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In 1975 2 liasters Program was initiated to answer z recu
bty Superintendents of the surrounding arezs. 3Recently the library
weicomed & new sddition to sccomodete the present enrollment of 725.
fne College has now rsceived word of accreditation for znothen ten
years.,

At the end of Sister Mary of Szint Jeanne's administrztion in
1952 our Sacred Heart Province finished more or less its period of
expension which lasted for a2t least three generations. It pzved
the way for a stabilization period felt not only in Holy Cross but
in 211 religious congregations.

There was a loss of intensity of vision and commitment among

the members now that communitles had tecome so highly institution-



[AS]
(V]

s3lizsd. ~ctivism occurred and members became so 2bz0orbed in their
work thst Sha2y lost sight of its soiritual and apostolic underpin-
nings. rembers became clossd to changes and zdaptaction. They szw
little need to elzborate the unaersztanding of the founding vision
or penztrale it more deeply. Fortunstely this stabilization period
lasted tut for roughly one zeneration in time.

Fid-twentieth century w2s not without writing'its vages of his-
tory in 3Sscred Heert Province. French continued to te cut from the
daily curriculum in schools and this made it difficult for those
glsters who came from Canada for the purpose of keeping French zlive
in the schecols as well as in the homes.

Sister Mary of 3t. Emmeline (Elise bzlenfont)

It wes & prefect of studies that 3ll of the sisters came to
know her tzlent for orgsnizstion and ner local dedicstion to the
cause of parochisl education.

She telieved that there would be mors vocations in Holy Cross
were the community to offer young girls their e2rly religious train-
ing ir che vrovince itself, rather than having to zo to Montreal., =
postulats opened on Islznd Ponéd 30zad in Fetruery 1954. S3Sister Mary
Irene of the 3acred deart (Alids Houde) was named the first Mistress
of Postulsnts. Permission wes granted the next year to build an 23-
dition to St. George Manor. In auzust 1356, the novitiate was es-
tablished canonically. Fifteen czndidates oresented themselvesz then.
They pursued their canonical novitiaste in Manchester, N. H, with
Mother Mary Saint Philias of the 3acred Heart thén named officielly
the first Mistress of Novices of the American provincz until 1371

when the novitiate was transferred to West Franklin, New Hampshire.
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ne time wner vocations declined, thers wars only two wom
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Sister Doris Juelletts, the listress of Novices, zccompznisd them
on this prozram. Until 1931 young sspirants were received in Wast
Franklin. Now sleven candidates ars housed in 2 common novitizte
for 211 the provinces in 3 n2w structurs at 5t. Laurent in

During Sister Mary of Saint Emmeline's administrstion, ths
monthly Norezu Day was initiatsd, 2nd the following miszions werse
opened: Groton, Connzcticut, Aestport, Masszchusetts, 2nd 3St.
Joseph in Nashuz, New Hampshire.

-

SACAZD R3AAT, GROTON, CONNECT
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fodey Shis sariving school offers the complete eizht years of
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ke Groton, Connecticut todey 1t thrives with 2 full

1

SaIND JOSEPH, NA3HUA, NEW HaMP3HIZE 1957~
The modern convent houses mainly semli-retired sisters who are
Ireatly involved in parish work. Gradss 5 and 6 at St. Joseph
School 2re part of z consolidation since 1377.

Sister YMzry Raymonde (Germaine Cariznzn)
(1952-1967)

cr

Sister Mary 3zymonde wss Known 23 2 mos congeniel sister, a

>

fine teacher, 2an understanding superior snd 2s 2n able administra-

tor.

Stebilization continued during her zdministration. For some



urch authorizies had btsen zscskins

o

munictisz, ths =stetlishm=nt of = scho

ty wheres 2 scholzsticate might te sstatlished tscsme s priority
with Sister. iorsover, she became concerned stou: the senior sis-
ters. TIhe Manor, where many were retired, could only rsceive s

limited numter of them. Most of these sister
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WEre american born,
end saw rstirement in Canzda, zway from relatives and friends, with
great reluctance. In addition, 2 lzrger house for annual retreats

seemed

(O]

necessity.
The community acquired the site of the former "Daniel Webester

Home for children." 3tarting the scholasticate represented et
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n
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of courzges and resolutsness. It meant octaining approval from fiv

bishops to rejusst that tae pastor: hire one lay teacher in their

m

reézpecilve schools from which 2 youns teacher was withdrawn. With-

in 3 y=3r, in Auzust 1961, a group of 21 scholastics zrrived o
purzue their intsllsctusl, professionzl, and sviritusl formation
uncer the 3irection of 3ister bary 3lanck: of the cossry (Blsnchs
Juval) 2 woman of great refinsment, = scholar, 2né £ deeply spir-

itual person.
AOLY CRO35 KINDERGAITEN, MANCHESTER, NEW HANP3HIRZ

In 1352, Holy Cross Kinderzarten was founded 3as & privstely-
owned non-denominztion enterprise. In 1367, this cuilding was
cullt on the spacious campus whose physicsl plant, both indoors
ana outdoors, offers ideal conditions to promote growtn and 3dis-
covery.

After the General Chepter of 13557 which had given ezch orov-

ince grezter sutonomy, the members of the Provincial Council hzd



222n increasad from thnrse to five. T[hs lozale of the orovinci
in rznchester, HNew fizmpshire, was therefors restricted. e 1lsck
of space for personnsl wss compounied ty the fzct Shzt the addsd
gjulirzment for conservation of archives and other documents was te-
coming more of a oroblem.

U LADY OF IHZ LAKE, PITISFIELD, NEW HAMPSHIIE 19£5-

O
0y

or Julte some time, 3ister Mary 3aint Raymonde souzht =

plzcs where the Sisters could relax after tne pressures of the
school year, end recreate in tody and mind and well-earned leisure.
For the aboves rezsons the property on Monastery Hill, Pittsfiels,

New Hzmpshire owned by the Franciscan Fathers was ourchased. 1In

Jdetoter of 1945 members of btoth the Provincial Administrztion 3snj

She local administrztion moved 5o this new site. From the stars,

ths sisters used the lzke for swimming, boating, and picnicking.
The nighlight of Sister Sermeine's three terms, however, was

undouctedly the convening of the first vrovincial chapter for 1342,

fae chapter was conductsd with all the solemnity 2nd discra-
-lon charscteristic of ths generzl chapsers. an over-zll gsgesz~

ment of the relizious, apo

m
ct

olic, 2nd finencisl status of the
province, not only ty the autnorities, bit by rank and file. It
wes cervzainly a2 trezkthrough in representative government. It wss
2lso 2 return to the spirit of Father Morezu who belleved in the
involment of large numters in the government of the Association of

-~

Holy Cros

4

. It was durin

(0}
(%)

this chapter that for the first tim

(1]
M

the sisters, through their delegates were consulted on the person
they would like to ssze at the head of ths province.

A second provincial chapter took place in December 1365, thus
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of 17%€ =nd 19€7. At the end of the firs: session important ch

hanges
2n2 wo3ificalions wers to t2ke place. Were theee significznt of 2n
sgrly Trznsition Period for the Sacred Hzart Province? The fol-

lowing dscisions were promulgated. A silver ring replaced the blue
cincture racesived at the sister's perpetual professsion. Sistere
were to revert o their family name, if they wished, a measure

de

47

mec 2dvisebls for lsgzl reasons. Certzin modificstions appearsd
in the rslizious habit of the sisters, too. Now She sireet suilts
began to appear czusing a minor uvphezval in the ranks. The use of
color znd removal of the veil, became optional only & few years
later,

Zventuzlly the seeming immutzbilities of the stabilization
perioc stzrted to give 2nd ths province entered the breakdown pe-
riod, the congregation suffered growth pangs 35 well ss the whole
Church. Whzt hapoened in New =nglznd happened elsewhere too.

Tnis decline o2ve rise t
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gnd doubt in the individuz! mem-

'\)

Cers, rerzons became dissztisfied with She current s-ate of the,
community. & sense of crisis grew which showed evidence of tran-
sition. The community had lost its sense of 1dentity and purpose.
Service to the Church lacked direction. There was a net loss of
membership. Any turnszround rejuired the conversion of life of
the individual members and of the institute, a turning from dezth,
a8 turning towzrd life.

‘During the Genersl Chapter of 1967, 3Sister Germaine Carignan
was elected the Directrezs General of Finances for the Community

in Cenzds 2nd replaced in the province by Sister Jesnnette Gingres
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=t thzt time the tzapn Superior was changed to Provincizl
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£nima2ior, 3 term most apporopriate, fo
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cration wes charzcterizeji int

m

nee spirituslity and ra-
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newel, a community effort led oy ner.

The next decede underlined very clearly that Holy Cross was

)

n 2 Iransition Period. lew Constitutions were cffered esch 3is-
ter. TIne Community mzde tengitle efforts to resd the "signs of
the times" 2and to follow them, in spite of hezrt-wrenching effects
such action sometimes m2y have entailed.

Having to zbandon 2 parochiel school, where they hzd taught

for over fifty, £ixty, e2nd seventy yesrs, was always 2 trzumatic

m

X2

o

risnce. The merzing of some parochial schools, the grouping
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me into regionals zn3d tns closing of others, wss 2 veriod of
rétranchment. 3etween 1967 and 13977, six pzrochizsl hizh schools
1

gnd twelve of the elsmentzary schools were closed. It is no won-
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dsr that 2 nur t2ck to their
mothsrlznd sfter devoting themselves generously m=ny yezrs. The,

&postolic zeal of the sisters had thus Lo be channsled inso other

The Centers for Aeligious Education that developed in msny

varishes to reach Catholic children in non-parochizl schools

were, in the late 1360's 2 fertils field for religious teachsrs.

The facilities of the former perochisl school were ususlly used

for this purpose. 1In CCO, our sisters digd splendid work for many

years. Religious Education Coordinators taught, trained teachers,
d

and fulfilled some aspects of pastoral work. Sisters became mem-
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well 2s to inmatss of thne state nospitzal in Con-
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shire. Each year a growing number of Sisters ba-
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came involved in social projects. All such ministries represent
2 deviation from the traditional clssesroom pattern. Today, it is
not unusuzl to see som:= sisters performing servics for their aged

or disabled persnts,.

1))

Toward the end of Sister Jeannette's second term, the Com-
munity of Holy Cross commemorzted the centennisl of Father Foreau's
death.

An innovative missionary effort was undertsken in the Tummer
of 1973, when Sister Farzuerite Gravel spent two months in south-

srn Alaska. Sister was our first religious to travel to outlying
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rezs and to live there. The next yesr the first mission wzs of-
ficizlly founded. Also in the summer of 1975 the Sisters of Holy
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replaced the Sisters of Mercy who lacked perzonnel in Frank-
lin, New Hampshnire.

#1th the elective Chapter of 1977, Sister Jeznnette's admia-
istration innovative in so many ways, c2me to an end. True to
the trends seen in her administration, 3ister was %to pursue her
gpostolate of pastoral ministry in Brandon, Florida where ten

sisters exercise varied apostolates today.

l—l

Sister's administration tzst=d 3 critical period like =21
other Congregstions. Serious queztions were being 3sked in pro-
vincial and generzl chapters. There was 3 great need for revital-
lzation but not without painful search marked with shattering ex-

perience of doubt, uncertainty and pain. There was need to re-
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grouna 3sersons snéd community in the bidlizcal roots of relizious
1ifs, in thes charizm zné roots of the institute. And Snis wss

ct
=

seriously considsred lest extinction slowly ebb its way cnrou:zn.
Sister Juliette Le3lanc 1577-

Sister, our present Coordinator, is s person gifted with
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quelities of enlizhtansd lsaders
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sensitivity.

Sister Juliette placsd the focus of her first yeer's effort
on strenzthening community living 2t local levels. The objective
had a tareefold dimension:

1. to help build local communities rootad 18 faithe e

2. Lo assist locsl coordinatorz in their role 2s animator...
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mpt growth and healinz of individusls enatling
them to live more fully their consecrated lives...
The responsibility of e€very member of The community wzs 3lso

¢d to share with the Provincial Council the vision of the

0]

province 2z 2n aggrezate of faith communitie "striving to live

Sister Juliette's leadership in working towsrds this spiri-
tual gozl was strongly promoted zng enhanced by the On-Goingz for-
mation Commission chaired by Sister Lorrains Paille, assistant
oprovincial coordinator. Corporate 3eflsction Jays and Genzsrsl
Azsemblies sesrve as 2 nezlthy key to personzli znd corporste direc-
tion.

The year 1977 marked the 75th anniverszry of the estzblish-
ment of the Sacred Heart Province. 3Such s milestone in its his-

tory call:d for fitting recognition.
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! : f ths G=neral Council from Montreal who zzme %o
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signsl Cthe sirong family ties of the province to the Community st

lerze. Forty-six Csnadian gilsters, former lazborers in the New En-
zland missions, responded to the invitation to renew bonds of

friendship, and to sharzs in the Joy of former collzaborator=z.
Zondonderry, New Hampshirs House was ovened in 1972, 1t is
especislly dedicatad to on-going formztion. It is an implementa-
tion of one of the proposals of the Genersal Plenary Council %o
orovide sites conducive to meeting diverse personzl needs for for-

mation 2nd renewszsl.
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feer School Study will certzinly te a choice of focz1l
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this sdministration. This oroject initi=ted in 1973
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and svaluation of the ceaching mission of Holy

Q
s

oss 1In the Church of New England.

‘hat the Sacred Congregation for deligious and Sscular Insti-
tute approved new Constitutions on Novemper lst, 1931 proves snoth-
€r nighlizht of this administration.

Sister Juliette can look at another achlevement with great
pride. Late spring will find the completion of s much needed in-
firmery. It is increasingly difficult to send the elderly and the
sick Sistsrs to Canedz a2nd the option is ziven them to end their
garthly journey in lNew Zngland at 3Sa2int George HManor in Manchester,
New Hampshire or in Fontresl.

The last half of this centennial of our congregation has found

Sacred Heart Province outside New England laboring not only in the

“home mission" of Florids and Alasks but also in the vice-provinces
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of aszia, Heitl, plus the missions of africa. Unlike the fathers

gnd ctrother: of Holy Cross who supoly missionary candidates on

[\

provincizal levsl, the zisters zre consultsd oy the zeneralate,
Plucksd from s=veral provinces srs slsters who are sent in ths name
of the Congrezation to snswsr s need. lore oftzn than none, the
samz slster usually goez vack to her orovince upon return from
foreizn territory. Sacred Heart Province has conirituted very

generously to mission territory 2nd presently

om

ight sisters are
gserving in this capacity.

Since 1881 the Sisters of Holy Cross in the elementary schools
they directed were not only instrumental in keeping alive the French
language and culture among the French-Cenadisns, against increas-
ingly strong odds, tut more importently they trained fervent ang
falthful children of the Church, as well as loyzl Amsricsn citizens.

This life, fruzel and lsborious in its early beginnings, was

rse the family spirit that Father Moresu hopesd
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lizious. Todzy they strive to b= évengelical workers, compstent |,
2nd falthful a2t the service of the Church of New Englznd they co-
operzte with self-zbnezstion 2nd generosity, with the Bishops znd

astor

‘G

m

in the seversl dioceses where they labtor in furthering the

Kingdom of God in the world.

Tnat 3isters ars taking s=rious measurss to revitalize them-
sslvss personzlly ss well as communally is evident. Iz there =
transforming rszponse to the signs of the times? g there a re-

appropriztion of the founding charism? Is there a profound renew-

gl of the life of prayer, faith znd centeredness in Christ? If so
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curve rich in faith and hope.

art Province in expsriencing a revitalization will have

re-founiation, its second foundaticn, 3 new vitality
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